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In MBMS, once the user has requested to join a service the MBMS context is established in the CN and RAN. The Iu interface and radio bearers are not established at this time. These bearers are set up when an indication is received from the BM-SC that the session is about to start.

This indication will be supported by new messages on the Gi interface, and in GTP. When the SGSN receives this message it will, using new RANAP messages make a request on Iu interface to establish the radio bearers for all UE’s that have requested the service. The RAN sets up appropriate radio bearers (point to point or point to multipoint dependent on the number of UE’s in each cell).

None of these procedures require any additional SM signalling after the initial activation procedures. Hence no changes to 24.008 are required to support this.

It is proposed to add the above text to TR 29.846 section 7. The proposed changes are shown with revisions bars below.

7      MBMS Data Transfer

Editors Note: This section will describe the procedures and protocols used to notify the user of MBMS data transfer, the establishment of data bearers, and transfer data in the Core Network.

In MBMS, once the user has requested to join a service the MBMS context is established in the CN and RAN. The GTP User plane, Iu interface and radio bearers are not established at this time. These bearers are set up when an indication is received from the BM-SC that the session is about to start.

The start  indication will be supported by new messages on the Gmb interface, on Gn interface and on the Iu interface. When the SGSN receives this message it will, using new RANAP messages, make a request on Iu interface to establish the radio bearers for all UE’s that have requested the service, including taking responsibility for the paging of the interested UEs. The RAN sets up appropriate radio bearers (point to point or point to multipoint dependent on the number of UE’s in each cell).

None of these procedures require any additional SM or MM signalling after the initial activation procedures.
